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and then occupied by employees of the Nemours estate. The other lots 
have a much more complicated history. Of interest (without bogging 
ourselves down in great detail) is that William Young sub-divided part 
of his original purchase into lots of less than one acre as early as the 
fltst decade of the 19th century. Already, over a hundred years ago, we 
can see sub-divisions! The lots apparently sold for $120 apiece, which 
is certainly not up to cQntemporary prices. 

The Sweeny House is fltst mentioned in the 1852 tax assessment 
records. Since the house does not appear on the Rea and Price map of 
1849, it is very likely that the house was built just after this. The tax 
records described the house as frame and it is valued at $2000. The 
house plus 40 acres and a bam were owned by Sara Coleman and her 
husband John. Census records indicated that they resided in Wilming­
ton. John Coleman was listed as a blacksmith who owned a blacksmith 
shop between Shipley and Orange Street. The evidence suggests the 
property which came into John Sweeny's hands in 1878 was built by 
the Colemans as a rental house. John Sweeny was an Irish emigrant 
who was listed as a "laborer" in the 1870 census. After acquiring the 
property, his status becomes that of "farmer". Sweeny paid $4500 for 
the property in 1878. In 1970, it was sold to A.I. DuPont for $40,000. 
As noted, the building was demolished after our work had begun. Test 
excavations indicated that prior disturbance was so extensive that little 
information of value could be recovered. 

The Bird-Husbands house is situated on a 15 acre tract which fltSt 
appears in the archival records in 1793 as part of a larger tract which 
the records note was "Newark now called Pisgah." William Bird 
bought the piece from one Gunning Bedford, Jr. William Bird was a 
carpenter who bought land and became a farmer. In the 1816 tax 
records we find he had one small dwelling house, one horse and three 
acres, which suggests he was only a part-time farmer. In 1837, he 
added ten more acres, built a bam and and added more stock. Amos 
Bird farmed with his father and ultimately inherited the land. In 1868, 
he sold the farm to Andrew J. Husbands, and the will of William 
Murphy indicates Amos left for Illinois soon after this transaction. A. 
I. DuPont bought the property in 1908. Excavations showed the 
grounds to be so severely disturbed that no further work was recom­
mended. 

For frequent travelers on the Concord Pike, the Blue Ball which stands 
on the right hand side of the road as they head toward Concord may be 
a familiar landmark. A property we purused in our study bears direct 
resemblance to this fixture. On the 1849 Rea and Price there appears a 
structure labeled "Smithy." Oddly, neither the name nor the structure 
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appears on any maps again until a 1917 U.S. Geological Survey map, 
and then only a structure is indicated. The documentary records were 
also silent until the 1905 tax assessment of J. Atwood Weldin, who 
owned the property from 1896-1919. In that record, Weldin was 
assessed $350 each for a blacksmith and a wheelwright shop. In 
Weldin's will, made in 1914, these buildings are described as being 
situated at "Blue Ball Comer" on Atwood Road. Records indicate that 
Charles A. Rotthouse (or Rothouse) operated these shops in the early 
1900's. The Wilmington City Directory gave Rothouse's home 
residence as Washington Street in that city and noted he was a wag­
onbuilder or blacksmith on Blue Ball Road. Relatives of Charles 
Rotthouse who still live in the area confIrm that he was the one who 
constructed the blue ball which is seen by the many drivers who pass 
along the pike. Much to our disappointment, excavations failed to find 
any remains of this shop. A number of artifacts were recovered, but 
few of these could be associated with either a smith or wheelwright 
shop, and, indeed, most dated to the 20th century. Either all remains of 
the shops have been long destroyed, or else they lay outside the study 
area. Well, at least the blue ball emblem constructed by Mr. Rotthouse 
still survives! 

The next property to be studied contains the extensive remains of 
Chestnut Hill, a very large plantation site consisting of multiple ruined 
structures, among which are a large stone residence, a small stone 
building which is perhaps a summer kitchen, a bam and adjoining 
stable/corral area, in addition to several other structures of unknown 
function but of considerable size. Chestnut Hill as an entity has a 
history which extends back to 1680 when a survey was conducted for 
the property's owner, Ephraim Herman, for Han(s) Peterson. The 
Empson family may have built the house after their acquisition of the 
property in 1700 because a house is mentioned in a will in 1710. The 
property passed through several owners during the next century or so. 
From 1849-1860, John Bradford, a tenant, lived on and farmed the 
property. In his household, besides himself, was his wife, nine chil­
dren, a 12 year old boy, a female domestic servant from Ireland and a 
male farm laborer born in Pennsylvania. Bradford grew wheat, com, 
oats, Irish potatoes and hay. Livestock included horses, milk cows, 
other cows and swine. In 1850, Bradford produced 2000 pounds of 
butter from the milk of 15 cows. 

Jacob R. Weldin married Hannah Talley, thereby becoming part of the 
long-lived and numerous Talley family. Prior to 1862, Weldin farmed 
35 acres left to him by his grandfather and caught shad in the Delaware 
River to supplement his income. In that year, he bought Chesnut Hill. 
According to a genealogy of the Talley family, the "land was impover­
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ished and the farm looked large and dilapidated" and the purchase, 
despite the low price of $75 per acre, was "a gamble for a young 
farmer". Jacob never looked back and ultimately became one of the 
most succesful dairy farmers in the area, and with 25 cows produced, in 
1870, 11,250 pounds of butter. He was also a well rounded and 
somewhat learned man as the "several history books and telescope" 
inventoried in his will attest. His son, Jacob Atwood Weldin, contin­
ued to operate the farm, and it was this Jacob Atwood Weldin who 
owned the blacksmith and wheelwright shops discussed previously. In 
1934, the plantation was acquired by a Florida based holding company. 

Investigating this site was a major undertaking because of the size and 
the number of different buildings. The nrst step was to make a map, 
and an accurate one was produced by surveyors from DELDOT. The 
main structure is located within 25 feet of Weldin Road. It was at least 
a 2 story, perhaps more, structure with a full basement; it measured 44 
by 30 feet, and was built entirely of stone. References to it as a frame 
structme in the tax records indicate it was probably covered by wood 
siding at some point. This could be seen in the ruins. A good 
stratigraphic sequence was noted from the limited excavations con­
ducted at the site and it is reasonable to expect that expanded excava­
tions would be able to isolate a full developmental sequence. One 
impression gained from these limited excavations is the relative wealth 
represented in the dishware assemblage from the Weldin Plantation as 
opposed to anywhere else that we excavated in the 141 extended 
project. This is especially evident in the relatively high frequency of 
porcelain. Jacob A. Weldin's will inventory attests to some of this 
wealth with its listing of marble top tables, silver spoons and feather 
beds. As an aside, and mainly for car buffs, Jacob Atwood Weldin's 
will in 1919 noted a Hupmobile valued at $800 and a "Ford car" valued 
at $75. Wealth differences are, of comse, expected, but data recovered 
from expanded excavations at Weldin and other locations in the 141 
extended project area will allow firm comparisons about the material 
culture differences between factory and mill workers, truck gardeners, 
small scale farmers and the richer farmers with greater land holdings. 
The potential of this type of analysis and others which will be con­
ducted with any futme work is exciting! 

As we bring our trip to a close, we will stop at the Blue Ball Tavern for 
a look around. The land on which the tavern was located was part of 
Chesnut Hill tract mentioned earlier, and the owner of Chestnut Hill 
from 1749-1771, Joshua Mortonson, was, appropriately enough, an 
innkeeper. Whether or not there was a tavern on the property at this 
juncture is not known, but by 1804 we could certainly have purchased 
some ale to slake our thirst. The innkeeper serving us would have been 
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Thomas McKee, who must have been kin to Andrew Mckee, Jr., who 
bought 10 acres of land from Mortonson in 1777. Andrew McKee was 
a weaver. He only held title for 10 years, but, even today,local 
residents refer to a hill on this lIact as "McKee's Hill" (we should all 
have such immortality for so little an effort!). In 1811, we would have 
bought drinks and food from George Miller. That same year, the Blue 
Ball Tavern was also used as a polling place. By 1852, innkeeper's 
fare and hospitality would have been hard to come by because the inn 
had now become the Blue Ball Farm. Ab, how transient are the 
pleasures of this life! Even more poignant is that, by 1888, the original 
Blue Ball Tavern building was converted and enlarged into a farm­
house. Charles Rotthouse, however, a true romantic, commemorated 
the old tavern, as noted in the discussion of the "smithy", with his 
concrete blue ball "sculpture". 
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THE END OF THE JOURNEY
 

As we pull back into our home port, we can reflect on what we have 
been able lO glimpse. We have seen the expansion of settlement inlO 
the interior part of New Caslle County, with very large land holdings 
appearing in the 17th century. Of these, we only had the briefest 
glimpse. The windows become somewhat more clear in the 18th 
century as the landholdings, still relatively large, become smaller and 
have names attached. Roads show up, but these are small roads, 
apparenlly in bad shape. In the late 1700's, along the more heavily 
traveled of these roads, we see taverns and inns spring up. 

In the 1800's major changes occurred. We caught glimpses of the 
growing mill complexes on the Brandywine, a stream sought after by 
incipient industry because of its water power. As these mills grew and 
farming intensified, we caught our fIrst glimpses of houses. Roads 
were improved and, as travel along these roads increased, more taverns 
and inns appeared. All of these developments intensified as the years 
rolled by during the 19th century. Although farms seem to have 
decreased in size, production increased. A number of farms, especially 
those close to Wilmington, as well as the growing Brandywine indus­
tries, switched to commercial production, especially in dairying. This 
kind of change in farm production is understandable because the 
products of dairy farms are perishable and need to be near the cities and 
good routes of transportation. A companion type of agricultural 
production to dairy farming at this time was truck gardening, and we 
saw a number of small landholdings with people who specialized in 
vegetable crops destined for the mill families and the city of Wilming­
ton. A number of these people were probably former industrial 
workers along the Brandywine who saved to buy a plot of land. We 
even caught a glimpse of a hardworking farm family who took a 
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gamble on a run-down plantation and turned it into one of the more 
productive dairy farms. Absentee landlords become more common, 
and even lower level workers like millwrights, blacksmiths and 
wheelwrights came into possession of small farms, leasing them to 
tenants. Mills and related industries grew more numerous. Some rose 
and fell with the vagaries in the market place. One family, the Du­
Ponts, continued to be successful and their business (like the classic 
American "rags to riches" story) grew and grew until they became the 
major landholders in the area. 

Indeed, our whole trip has been a slice of American history over the 
past three centuries. We have had tantalizing glimpses into the 
windows of hotels and inns, tenant farmers, mill workers, dairy 
farmers, truck gardeners, industrialists, and artisans. They are all gone 
now; their inheritance lies in names like the DuPont Company, Murphy 
Road, Barley Mill Road, Weldin Road, Husbands Creek or Mckee's 
Hill, or in a symbol like the Blue Ball, visible to all who pass but 
meaningless to those not aware of its history. We also have the tumbled 
down structures, the buried stone foundations and sidewalks, the 
discarded broken bottles and dishes, the lost coins· the refuse of life. 
There are many more windows and stories here, generations of them in 
the records housed in the various repositories throughout the state. 
Thank goodness for an efficient bureaucracy and for the ceramic 
shards, bottle fragments, animal bones, and arrowheads! Together, the 
archeologists and the State, through archeological projects such as this 
one, are allowing us to open these windows and write the stories of the 
DuPonts, Weldins, Grants, Husbands and Murphys, the great, the near 
great, the not-so-great, and the anonymous. 

Until the next trip, we tum off the lights and shut down the engines. 
Goodbye! 
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Glossary of Terms 
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Pigeon Row Tenament Foundation
 
DuPont Co. Workers Housing ca. 1870
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Archeology ­

The scientific recovery of material evidence remaining 
from human life and culture in past ages; the study of this 
evidence. 

Artifacts-
Objects produced or shaped by human workmanship. 

Base Camp-
In prehistoric archeology, a site that was inhabited by a 
group for an extended period of time, sometimes 
permanently; a site of activities associated with 
day-to-day living. 

Cooper-
A craftsman who makes wooden tubs and casks. 

Deed-
A contract that legally transfers ownership of property 
from one person or group to another. 

Estuary-
The wide, lower part of a river where fresh water mixes 
with salt water from the sea; an area rich in natural 
resources such as plants, fish, animals, and fowl. 

Hamlet-
In prehistoric archeology, a grouping of several small 
houses lived in by families that were possibly related. 

Historic-
In archeology, the period beginning with the arrival of 
Europeans in America; the period of recorded history. 

Hundred-

An English administrative division of land used by early 
settlers in some American colonies. 

Hypothesis ­
In science, a statement that must be tested through 
research before it can be accepted as true. 
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Linguist-

A scholar who studies the structure of human speech; 
archeologists rely on linguists to interpret Native 
American languages and to trace similarities between 
them. 

Midden-
In archeology, a layer of trash left by the people who 
lived at a site, often covering large areas of the site. At a 
prehistoric site a midden may contain pieces of broken 
pottery, animal bones and other food remains; at a historic 
site a midden may contain pieces of broken plates, glass, 
nails, and so forth. 

National Register ofHistoric Places ­
A list of prehistoric and historic archeological sites and 
structures deemed to be significant and worthy of intense 
investigation and/or preservation. This list is kept by the 
National Park Service and includes sites that meet one of 
three criteria: few sites like them are known to exist in 
the area; an important person was associated with them; 
and they yield important scientific information. 

Perch-
In English land measurement, a unit of length equal to 5.5 
yards; also called a 'pole' or 'rod'. 

Prehistoric ­
In archeology, the period of Native American habitation 
before the arrival of the Europeans. In the Middle 
Atlantic, this began at roughly 9500 B.C. (almost 12,000 
years ago) and continued to rougbly 1500 A.D. (almost 
500 years ago). 

Privateer-
The commander of a privately owned ship authorized by 
the government during war time to attack and capture 
enemy vessels. 

Quarry Site ­
In prehistoric archeology, a site where stone for making 
tools was gathered. Sometimes tools were also made at 
these sites, fashioned through a process known as 'flint 
knapping' which involved hitting the stone with another 
rock and systematically chipping off pieces. 
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Research Design ­

The plan developed by archeologists before they 
undertake their field work; an outline that guides 
research based on the goals of the project. 

Tenancy-
Lands and buildings that are rented; property that is 
occupied and used by someone other than the owner in 
exchange for rent. 

Transient Camp ­
In prehistoric archeology, a small site briefly occupied 
by only a few people who left the base camp for 
necessities that could not be acquired there; a hunting 
camp, for example, is a tansient camp. 

Will-
A legal document detailing the way a person wished 
hislher possessions disposed of at death. 
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Blue Ball Tavern ca. 1804 
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